College of Liberal Arts & Sciences  •  Office of Research
INSURE AY 26-27 — Budget Justification
Section numbers match the lines on the INSURE budget template. Complete only the sections for which you are requesting funds; leave the rest blank. Be brief and specific — a few sentences per item is the right length. Every line in the budget needs justification here.

	Applicant:  
	Unit:  
	Date:  
	Total requested:  



1) Postdoc or project manager
Name or position to be filled, role on the project, appointment term and FTE, and annual rate. Include a BRIDGE STATEMENT: the specific future funding this appointment bridges to (sponsor, program, submission or resubmission date, expected decision date, amount), and what will happen to the appointment if that funding does not materialize. Where salary would absorb much of the award, state what the unit or remaining sponsored balances will carry.
	








2) Technician / other staff
Name or position, role, appointment term and FTE, and rate. Include a BRIDGE STATEMENT, as for section 1.
	







3) Graduate research assistant  — the highest priority
Name, role, term and FTE, and monthly rate. Include a PATH FORWARD STATEMENT: either the support expected to carry the appointment after this award (source, amount, and the date it is expected to be in place), or the expected degree completion date with the milestones remaining (data collection complete, chapters drafted, defense scheduled, deposit). State the effect on the student’s progress if the award is not made.

	








4) Student hourly
Why the work is necessary to continuity and cannot be absorbed by existing personnel.
	






5) Research costs
Allowable only where absolutely necessary to the work this award protects. For each line: the research activity it enables; why that activity cannot proceed without it; why it cannot be met from existing resources; and the consequence of omitting it. Travel must be research travel (fieldwork, data collection, archival or collection access, specimen or site work) with destination, dates, purpose, and why remote, local, or existing-collection alternatives will not serve. Travel to conferences or workshops, to visit collaborators, or primarily to disseminate results is not allowable under this program.
	









6) Publication costs
Venue and the amount required; confirm that external sources are unavailable.
	






7) Course buyout
The amount is set at $8,000 for one course. Allowable only where a buyout is absolutely necessary to avoid disruption of the research; protecting faculty time in general does not qualify. Identify the research activity at risk, the specific course and term, why the work cannot be rescheduled, deferred or redistributed, and what the released time will accomplish. Your EO letter must separately state why the unit cannot cover the teaching.
	








Deadlines: November 20, 2026  ·  February 19, 2027  ·  April 9, 2027. Awards range from $10,000 to $45,000. Submit through the LAS Funding Request webform. Questions to the LAS Office of Research, las-research@illinois.edu.
